5o6        HISTORY OF ENGLISH EDUCATION

Form work, the Spens Committee suggested a development
of what might be called secondary technical education. It
was proposed to retain the junior technical schools with
their two- or three-year course and their entry age of thir-
teen plus; but the Committee also advocated "a new type
of higher school of a technical character, wholly distinct from
the traditional academic Grammar (Secondary) School"1
Such schools would take in pupils at the age of eleven plus
and would provide for them a five-year course; and to
distinguish them from the junior technical schools, they
would be called technical high schools. To meet the
criticism that eleven plus is too early an age at which to
decide whether a child is best fitted for a technical career
and to start him on a career of a vocational nature, the
Spens Committee recommended that "the curriculum for
pupils between the ages of eleven plus and thirteen plus
in Technical High Schools should be broadly of the same
character as the curriculum in other types of secondary
school of equal status. For pupils above the age of thirteen
the curriculum should be designed so as to provide a liberal
education with Science and its applications as the core and
inspiration/'2 Whenever possible technical high schools
should be housed in technical colleges or technical in-
stitutes, so that staff and equipment may to some extent
be shared. A new form of leaving certificate for technical
high schools should be instituted, and this "should be
given equal standing with School Certificates as fulfilling
the first condition for matriculation/*3 There should be
full opportunity for transfer as between grammar school
and technical high school at about the age of thirteen.
The Committee also reiterated the views expressed in the
Hadow Report as to equality of status. "For the complete
realisation of our recommendations regarding curriculum
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